Autoreactivity by design: innate B and T lymphocytes.
Innate B and T lymphocytes are a subset of lymphocytes that express a restricted set of semi-invariant, germ-line-encoded, autoreactive antigen receptors. Although they have long been set apart from mainstream immunological thought, they now seem to represent a distinct immune-recognition strategy that targets conserved stress-induced self-structures, rather than variable foreign antigens. Innate lymphocytes regulate a range of infectious, tumour and autoimmune conditions. New studies have shed light on the principles and mechanisms that drive their unique development and function, and show their resemblance to another subset of innate lymphocytes, the natural killer cells.